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The story of the Dankertsen family and 

1979
The family buys a new sofa. It is just before Christmas and 
mother Milly and father Henry have pushed the boat out (their 
credit card burning a hole in their pocket). Out with the old, 
beige-checked sway-backed sofa, the one with the worn armrests 
in imitation leather. In with the new corner sofa in genuine wool. 
My sister Lise (12) and I (15) have real problems believing this is 
true. No one will get a better Christmas present than this! We are 
full of pride and feel deep inside that our home has been 
immediately upgraded from a working class home to Bodø’s 
middle class.  In the photo: Mum on the new sofa.

1982
My little sister Lise is confi rmed. Celebrations take place in our 
semi-detached home. The sofa is the natural centre of things, 
and we are impressed that there’s room for such a lot of people 
on one sofa. Our fi rst major family celebration, and everything 
works as it should – including the sofa. 
Photo: Cousin Jill, Aunt Ellinor, Uncle Lulle, Aunt Irene and 
Grandma Anna. Cousin Erik with his back to the camera.

1984
Mum and Dad are proud fi rst-time grandparents of Ludwig. I 
leave home and the sofa, but often return for visits. On the sofa 
nappies are changed, lullabies sung and babies breastfed. The 
family still gathers on the same sofa when we meet. And Mum is 
still wearing the same glasses as when the sofa was bought…
Photo: Mum Milly, Grandmother/Great Grandmother Magna and 
me. On his great grandmother’s lap: little Ludwig.

1986
My little sister Lise has her fi rst child: Lars. She, too, leaves the 
family home and the sofa, but often returns for visits. Coff ee and 
cakes are still served by the sofa. As time goes by, Lise has two 
more sons who build with Lego, drive cars, jump and spill soda 
and ice cream on the sofa.
Photo: Frank (father of Lars), little Lars and Lise. 

1987
Two good friends: cousins Lars and Ludwig now live quite a 
distance apart from each other and from their grandparents, but 
often arrive on joint mother-and-father visits. They always enjoy 
themselves on the sofa.

1997
The sofa is given a new home, and I am happy! After a lot of 
persuasion, my parents give away the sofa (which is now 18 
years old). It is carried by the coastal steamer from Bodø to 
Harstad, my new home town. In the meantime, Ludwig has had a 
little brother, Simon. The new sofa is celebrated with a spring-
clean. Photo: Little brother Simon and the sofa.
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1999
We celebrate Christmas. Ludwig is now older and the sofa 
celebrates its fi rst 20 years of family ownership. 
Photo: Ludwig and I. 

2000
The new millennium is celebrated with a new kitten (but the same 
sofa). This is the third pussycat to curl up on the sofa. The story of 
the mummy cat that hid all her fi ve kittens under the sofa will have 
to remain untold. And the one about Dad threatening to 
 disassemble the sofa to get at the cats…
Photo: Picasso the cat, Ludwig and Simon.

2001
Ludwig is growing up. He is a young, angry rocker, dressed in 
black. But the sofa: it’s safe and secure and the same as always. 
Photo: Ludwig in his new Doc Martens.

2009
The sofa has turned 30, and in the meantime Ludwig has got yet 
another brother: Johan (6). Ludwig, once a kicking newborn on the 
sofa, is nearly 25 years old and lives in his own fl at. He argues for 
ownership of the sofa, just as I did in my time. ”It’s the best sofa 
I’ve ever sat on”, he insists. Due to space diffi  culties in his fl at, the 
corner sofa is divided into two free-standing pieces of furniture. A 
little worn after several years of use but still almost just as good. 
Ludwig now has a cohabitant, and who knows – perhaps the 
fourth generation of the Dankertsen family may be allowed to 
enjoy the sofa!
Photo: Ludwig and his little brother Johan. 

Nice to visit a son with a proper sofa!
Photo: Me (45) and Ludwig (nearly 25).

HOW IS MY LIFE WITHOUT THE SOFA?
 ”I acquired a trendy, red sofa. It is OK, but I miss the old one – full 
as it is of all the pleasant memories, minor tiff s, celebrations, 
tears and joy. If a sofa could talk…” 

HOW ARE THE LIVES OF MUM AND DAD WITHOUT THE 

SOFA?
Milly and Henry are now retired and spend a lot of their leisure 
time in the woods and mountains. When they are home, they 
barely have time to sit down. True, they did buy a new sofa that 
time, but it was never quite right. And never the same. They still 
think about their best investment 
ever: the sofa – which they will 
never get back. 
Now they are dreaming of a new 
sofa, but their pensions have to 
stretch a long way. As their 
 daughter, I want them to have the 
best of everything. They deserve it. 
An Ekornes?

Harstad, April 2009
Bente-Lill Dankertsen

 the Ekornes sofa  They have been inseparable through three 

generations – read the moving story about a 

family and their beloved sofa.



Recently, the following e-mail arrived in our 
inbox from a customer in Sandefjord who has 
really understood what Ekornes stands for. 

Hi! We had to have a durable leather 
sofa that could withstand animals at 
play and rest. It had to be an Ekornes. 
Only Ekornes is good enough!! (For 
people and animals.)

The photo says everything about whether it 
was a success or not?

Ekornes has been asked by a customer in the 
USA about which fi lms feature Stressless®, but 
unfortunately we have no complete overview 
of this at present.

We have already observed a Stressless® 
Original in the fi lm “Music and Lyrics” and a 
Stressless® Governor in the fi lm “A Life Less 
Ordinary”. We would be grateful for tips about 
more fi lms. Send an e-mail to jas@ekornes.no 
if you have any information!

Cameron Diaz sits very comfortably in the 
movie «A Life Less Ordinary».

Everyone 
deserves comfort

Have you ever seen Stressless® on the 
silver screen?
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New catalogues for both Svane® and Stressless® are currently arriving in the shops, 
listing all the new features of the year and including attractive room settings. Here, 
you will also see this year’s communications concept in action using the new profi le 
colours. Remember that you can also see the new collection in our online catalogue 
– at www.ekornes.no

New catalogues 
in the shops
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